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Restoration of the McGillivray Or-
gan, Winthrop Hall, University of 

In 1959 a bequest of a portion of his es-
tate by the late Dr W S McGillivray al-
lowed the Senate of the University of 
Western Australia to consider installing 
a concert organ in Winthrop Hall.1. 

In due course the English firm of J W 
Walker and Sons were invited to design 
and construct the organ and it was in-
stalled in time for a ceremony to mark 
its installation on the 18th of January 
1965. An all Bach recital followed on 
the same day as part of the 13th Annual 
Festival of Perth and this was performed 
by the University Organist Michael 
Brimer. 

The 1965 stoplist was as shown in the 
listing below. 

The Choir and Positive share the bottom 
keyboard, having a thumb piston each 
for Choir ‘on’, Positive ‘on’ and Choir 
and Positive ‘on’. 

The organ has the usual couplers for an 
organ of this size and had a full comple-
ment of performing aids of the day. 

The organ was designed as an instru-
ment of the Organ Reform Movement – 
the fully developed principal chorus 
work on all manual divisions is of open 
toe voicing on fairly low wind pressure 
and the reeds are French in character. It 
was one of the first of these “classical” 
instruments to be installed in Australia. 

The organ contained a few features 
unique to Perth at the time: 

• it was the only organ with a 32’ 
front (and is still only one of the 
few in Australia, including the 
Perth Concert Hall) and a full 
length 32’ stop (well, nearly 32’ – 
there is still only one other “nearly 
32” in Perth) 

• it was the first instrument with a 
horizontal reed stop 

• it had a mobile console capable of 
being situated anywhere on the hall 
stage. 

In the 1980’s, whilst our patron Dame 
Gillian Weir was artist in residence at 
UWA, F J Larner and Co made some 
changes to the Positive and Choir divi-
sions – the Positive chorus work was 
developed further with addition of a 2 
2/3 flute (made from the Nason Flute 4) 

University of WA 

Great: 
Quintaton 16’ 
Open Diapason 8’ 
Principal 8’ 
Spitzflute 8’ 
Octave  4’ 
Rohrflute 4’ 
Tweltfth 2 2/3’ 
Fifteenth 2’ 
Sesquialtera II 
Mixture IV 
Trompette 8’ 

Swell: 
Open Diapason 8’ 
Gedeckt 8’ 
Viola da Gamba 8’ 
Voix Celeste TC 8’ 
Gemshorn 4’ 
Koppel Flute 4’ 
Fifteenth 2’ 
Mixture IV 
Contra Bassoon 16’ 
Cornopean 8’ 
Bassoon 8’ 
Clarion 4’ 

Choir: 
Orchestral Flute 8’ 
Salicional 8’ 
Vienna Flute 4’ 
Tremulant 
 
Positive: 
Stopped Diapason 8’ 
Nason Flute 4’ 
Principal 2’ 
Blockflute 2’ 
Tierce 1 3/5’ 
Larigot 1 1/3’ 
Crummhorn 8’ 
Tremulant 
Trompette (Gt) 8’ 
Trumpet Real TC 8’ 

Pedal: 
Double Open Diapason
    32’ 
Principal 16’ 
Bourdon 16’ 
Quintaton (Gt) 16’ 
Octave 8’ 
Bass Flute 8’ 
Fifteenth 4’ 
Octave Flute 4’ 
Mixture III 
Trombone 16’ 
Bassoon (Sw) 16’ 
Trumpet  8’ 

Stoplist of the McGillivray Organ 
Winthrop Hall, 1965. 
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and mixture, space being made for this 
by the removal of the Stopped Diapa-
son, which was installed on the Choir in 
place of the Orchestral Flute.  The Choir 
swell shutters were removed.  The 
Trumpet Real pipes were also replaced 
with pipes thought to be more civilised. 

A contract has been signed with South 
Island Organ Co Ltd of Timaru, New 
Zealand, for the complete and overdue 
restoration of the instrument, which will 
take place during 2007 with the organ to 
be reinstalled in time for the Gradua-
tions of April 2008. 

The work will entail deepening the plat-
form on which the organ rests by 
500mm to facilitate easier access to the 
instrument for tuning and maintenance 
– at present it is necessary to slide on 
one’s back or tummy for most of the 
journey into either side of the instru-

ment, which is ok for 
some….. 

The Great Principal cho-
rus will be relocated to the 
north windchest.  The 
Great chorus is presently 
planted on 2 chests on ei-
ther side of the Rose Win-
dow, which leads to diffi-
culty in keeping the Great 
well in tune as the morn-
ing sun heats the south 
side. 

The Choir and Positive 
divisions will again be 
made independent of each 
other: the Positive will 
again have its Stopped Di-
apason 8’ and Nason Flute 
4’ but will retain its 
1980’s additions; while 
the Choir will regain its 
orchestral and expressive 
character with a new Or-
chestral Flute 8’, Vox An-

gelica 8’ and Vox Humana 8’ and the 
reinstatement of its swell shutters. 

The Swell will gain a Bourdon 16’ and 
the Great a Clarion 4’ 

The whole scheme will be splendidly 
rounded off with the addition of a Con-

North side Great wind chest 
Photo: Patrick Elms 

The McGillivray Organ, Winthrop Hall 
University of WA. 

Photo: UWA Archive 



 

Page 8 

tra Trombone 32’ to the 
pedals! 

The Walker windchests, 
stop actions and all as-
sociated machinery will 
be restored, as will the 
large 3 manual Hondu-
ras mahogany console 
with its beautiful maple 
and ivory fittings. 

The 1960’s electro me-
chanical switching sys-
tem will be replaced by 
the most up to date 
computerised switching 
system available, which 
will allow the removal 
of the organ’s unwieldy “umbilical 
chord” to be replaced by a 2 wire data 
cable capable of being plugged in any-
where on stage. 

The work is being carried out in consul-
tation with the University Organist, Mrs 
Annette Goerke and it is intended for 
the end result to retain very much the 
1965 Walker sound and spirit but with 
additions to enhance the impact of it as 
a concert instrument. 

Patrick Elms 
 

1. 
Reference: 

The 1965 UWA Opening  

Concert Brochure. 

Top: 
Pipes of the Swell Bassoon 8’ 
Photo:  Patrick Elms 
 
Centre: 
The McGillivray Organ 
Photo: UWA Archive 

Right: 
Left stop jamb of the console 
Photo:  Patrick Elms 


